
French poet and philosopher, Paul Valery, 1923, describes how he 
feels about museums:

“I don’t like museums much. There are some admirable 
ones, but none is delightful. The idea of classification, of 
conservation and public utility, which are correct and clear, 
have little to do with delights...I find myself in a tumult of 
frozen creatures, each of which demands, without 
obtaining it, the existence of all others…a strange 
organized disorder spreads out before more. I am seized 
by a holy dread. My gait becomes religious. My voice 
changes a little higher as if I were in church, but lower than 
it is in life. Soon I no longer know what I came to do in this 
waxen solitude, redolent of the temple and the salon, the 
cemetery and the school…”



British philosopher Alan Watts sums up 
Valery’s opinion by famously saying, 

“museums are places where art goes to die.” 

We have created a response to these museological critiques. 

We invite you to...



THE VACATION
Gloria Azucena & Kelly Johnson



Mission Statement

THE VACATION is a non-collecting contemporary art museum for 
escape and renewal. We believe museums can offer audiences 
spaces to unwind, as well as adventures in new environments 
through installation, sculpture, and photography. 

We are not a theme park, zoo, world’s fair, or Rainforest Cafe.

THE VACATION aims to make contemporary art a memorable, 
immersive experience. The museum provides audiences a chance 
to see the world in a creative way, without displaying lifeless cultural 
objects behind glass and vitrines. 

Take a break from your reality at THE VACATION.



Press Release
THE VACATION
Museum of Escape & Renewal

THE VACATION invites the public to experience 
vacationing on another level, while also enjoying 
contemporary art. The galleries feature Destination 
Installations including the Beach Room, Summit Room, 
Rainforest Room, and Universe Room. A rotating exhibition 
space in the Captain’s Critique Gallery features 
contemporary art on the topics of travel, the social histories 
of vacationing, and documenting vacation experiences.

Opening Day: Saturday June 21st, the Summer Solstice of 
2014, 5pm-9pm at the SS Vacation Cruise Ship, docked in 
Baltimore Inner Harbor.

Free and open to the public! All ages welcome! For more 
information please visit THEVACATION.org 

THE VACATION is an art museum directed by Gloria 
Azucena and Kelly Johnson to create adventures with art.



Location

THE VACATION is housed inside the cruise ship, 
SS VACATION

docked in Baltimore’s Inner 
Harbor. 



We invite all hardworking Baltimoreans to 
be able to travel the world through art.

While the cruise ship does not actually cruise, 
the audience feel they have began their 

adventure as they aboard our ship. 



SS VACATION Map

Universe Room

Captains Critique 
Gallery

The Oasis 
Cafe

Beach Room

Rainforest Room

Summit Room



B E A C H   R O O M 



Jim Denevan



Thais Mazur, Susan Alexjander, Lisa Denning
Ocean, 2014

Leandro Erlich
Swimming Pool, 
2008



Katharina Grosse 
WUNDERBLOCK
2013



R A I N F O R E S T   R O O M 



Patrick Nadeau, 
Rainforest, 2011

Takashi Kuribayashi
The Underground Sound of Rain

         2013

California Academy of Sciences



Random International’s Rain Room

“In Search of Roots” at the 
Chinese Cultural Center in 
San Francisco



S U M M I T   R O O M



Tokujin Yoshioka, 
Snow, 2010

Takashi Kuribayashi,
Inseln (Island), 2010



Takashi Kuribayashi 
Wald aus Wald (Forest from Forest), 2010-2013 



U N I V E R S E   R O O M





Yayoi Kasuma, 
Infinity Mirror Room, 2013



Tomás Saraceno
On Space Time Foam, 2012



Olafur Eliasson 
The Weather Project



The Oasis

Nicholas Buer, 
Ancients, 2014

Cafe & Bar

Refresh with food and 
drinks at The Oasis, a cafe 
and bar inspired by flavors 
from the Arid Desert with a 
serene view. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5BAel-mHdY


Artist Project

The rotating exhibition space in  
the Captain’s Critique Gallery, 
features contemporary artist 
Ubin Li’s recreation of popular 
tourist spots from around the 
world. 

Inspired by fake tourist towns in 
China where you can visit Paris 
and Cairo in the same 
afternoon, THE VACATION 
explores simulated realities of 
travel. 

What does it mean to be 
experiencing the Eiffel Tower or 
the Pyramids on a cruise ship in 
Baltimore’s main tourist center? 
How is visiting a simulated 
cultural site different from a 
simulated natural landscape? 
Why are these celebrated 
pilgrimage sites of culture?



Exhibition Ideas

* Economic/Social history of the vacation - 
invention of the weekend, time off
* Compare vacations around the world - 
What does vacation mean in China?
What does vacation mean in Europe? 
Africa? US?
* Tourists portraits, bad family vacation 
photos
* Documenting experience: souvenirs - 
How do you remember your vacation?
* Postcards
* Baltimore’s Tourism
* Vacationing as Colonialism

Martin Parr, Pisa, 
Italy, from the 
series Small 
World, 1987-1994

Fake beach in 
Canadian retirement 
home, 2011



Programming

* Concert Series: Sounds of the Beach, 
Rainforest, Mountains, and Space

* Observatory Nights: Exploring Space, 
the Final Frontier

* “In the Fishbowl”: local performance 
artists inhabit various Destination 
Installations for a day, acting as tourists of 
that location (see right)

* Lecture Series: “Tourist is Terrorist” - 
how local economies suffer from big 
business tourism

* Earth Day Celebration

Takashi 
Kuribayashi, 
Aquarium (I feel 
like I am in the 
Fishbowl), 2006

Jeffry Cudlin, 
Rosslyn 
Redpoint, 2013



Visit THEVACATION.org 
and learn more about upcoming installations and events

*New* 
interactive “Landscape Therapy” 
feature: Select your current mood 
and THE VACATION will email you 
high quality, high resolution photos of 
recommended destinations matching 
your disposition, to be downloaded 
as screensavers on your home 
computer. 

THE VACATION is just a click away.
 
 

Joseph Kempyou, Surfing with the Sand Between my Toes, 2013 



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS


